
Tenebrae:  The Seven Last Words of Jesus 
     The word "tenebrae" comes from the Latin meaning "darkness." The Tenebrae is an 

ancient Christian Good Friday service that makes use of gradually diminishing light 

through the extinguishing of candles along with the Seven Last Words, or phrases, that 

Jesus said from the time he was crucified until he died. 

     The increasing darkness symbolizes the approaching darkness of Jesus' death and of 

hopelessness in the world without God. The service concludes in darkness, sometimes 

with a final candle, the Christ candle, carried out of the sanctuary, symbolizing the death 

of Jesus. A loud noise may also sound symbolizing the closing of Jesus' tomb. The 

worshipers then leave in silence to ponder the impact of Christ's death and await the 

coming Resurrection.(http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/what-is-a-tenebrae-service) 

     We invite you to watch and pray throughout the next Three Days (Maundy Thursday, 

Good Friday, and Holy Saturday) by reading these Words over and over again and 

considering their meaning for you in your life.  A blessed continuation of the Three Days 

to you. 

 

First Word:  Luke 23:32-38  

Two others also, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with him.  When 

they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with the 

criminals, one on his right and one on his left.  [Then Jesus said, "Father, forgive them; 

for they do not know what they are doing."] And they cast lots to divide his 

clothing.  And the people stood by, watching; but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, "He 

saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!"  The 

soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine, and saying, "If you are 

the King of the Jews, save yourself!"  There was also an inscription over him, "This is the 

King of the Jews." 

 

Second Word:  Matthew 27:45-49  

From noon on, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon.  And 

about three o'clock Jesus cried with a loud voice, "Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?" that is, 

"My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?"  When some of the bystanders heard 

it, they said, "This man is calling for Elijah."  At once one of them ran and got a sponge, 



filled it with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to him to drink.  But the others said, 

"Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to save him." 

 

Third Word:  Luke 23:39-43  

 One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, "Are you not 

the Messiah? Save yourself and us!"  But the other rebuked him, saying, "Do you not fear 

God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation?  And we indeed have been 

condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has 

done nothing wrong."  Then he said, "Jesus, remember me when you come into your 

kingdom."  He replied, "Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise." 

 

Fourth Word:  John 19:25b-27  

Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his mother's sister, 

Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene.  When Jesus saw his mother and the 

disciple whom he loved standing beside her, he said to his mother, "Woman, here is 

your son."  Then he said to the disciple, "Here is your mother." And from that hour the 

disciple took her into his own home. 

 

Fifth Word:  John 19:28-29  

After this, when Jesus knew that all was now finished, he said (in order to fulfill the 

scripture), "I am thirsty."  A jar full of sour wine was standing there. So they put a 

sponge full of the wine on a branch of hyssop and held it to his mouth. 

 

Sixth Word:  Luke 23:44-46a  

It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until three in the 

afternoon, while the sun's light failed; and the curtain of the temple was torn in 

two.  Then Jesus, crying with a loud voice, said, "Father, into your hands I commend 

my spirit." 

 

Last Word:  John 19:30  

When Jesus had received the wine, he said, "It is finished." Then he bowed his head and 

gave up his spirit. 
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